
HILDESHEIM MAIL 
    There are many days, where we see our job as planting seeds and praying that God will provide 
the growth in peoples’ hearts. Because the work here is often that way, it is a special joy and 
privilege to get to see God working in hearts and lives, to not just plant, but also to experience the 
harvest. One young man, Kirill, began coming to services last 
November. He had come to Germany as a child when his family 
emigrated from Russia. As a young adult he became more and more 
dissatisfied with is life and had started searching for a deeper 
meaning in life. During his search he had come into contact in the 
Internet with Christians who were able to touch him and guide him 
closer to a belief in Jesus Christ. At the same time he was drawing 
nearer to God, he was in the city and met one of our members, 
Raimund (pictured with him on the left). Raimund regularly goes 
into the city center to pass out Bibles and Christian tracts, and he 
invited Kirill to come worship with us. Shortly afterwards Kirill was 
baptized, and as he grew in his faith he soon joined Raimund – who 
had become a mentor for him – in the city, talking to people about belief in God and following 
Jesus. Kirill then brought his girlfriend with him, who to our surprise turned out be a young woman 
who had as a teenager played basketball on teams that Don had coached. Soon after that, his 
mother and sister started coming! We are thankful for his desire to follow Jesus, and we’re inspired 
by his desire to pass on his faith. 
 While we were in the States this summer, our co-workers Kyle and Susan Bratcher planned the 
summer family camp in Gemuenden, the Bible camp run by members of church of Christ. We take 

turns directing this camp – in the summer they’re in the States we plan it, 
and the next year, the roles are reversed. Each year we encourage the 
Christians here to take advantage of the opportunities the camp offers. This 
year we were overjoyed to hear that three families from Hildesheim decided 
to take part for the first time. One of those who went, Jamey, a young 
mother with two girls, spent quite a bit of time with Bill Wilson, a former 
missionary in Cologne who for years has come regularly to teach at the 
camp. On the last full day of the camp, as things were drawing to a close, 
she made the decision to give her life to the Lord and be baptized, along 
with a young man from Cologne who had known Bill when he still lived 

there. It was a day of rejoicing for us as we heard the wonderful news! Please pray for Jamey. She 
has a lot of challenges facing her as a single mother and new Christian. 
 After returning from our trip to the States in July, we had the opportunity to do our own family 
camp in August. Because the States in Germany stagger their six-week summer school breaks, not 
all of the families are able to come to the camp in July. Last year, at the urging of a family from 
Hamburg, we began offering a second camp in August, so that those who had later summer breaks 
could also take part in a family camp. Many of those who came last year were very positive about 
the week of studies and fellowship together and asked us to plan one again this summer. So from 



the 12th to the 19th of August, we offered a second camp.  There were 20 adults and kids who came, 
which made for a relaxing and intimate week of fellowship together. We are thankful for these 
opportunities to serve and get to know Christians from other cities who are struggling to follow 
Christ in a challenging society. 
 One part of our work we really enjoy is teaching seminars. Last year we began teaching on 
forgiveness and reconciliation, in Vienna as well as at a family camp the previous summer, This year 
we had the opportunity to give it in Augsburg. We had gotten to know the church family and have 
quite a few friends there, so we were glad to help out. As it 
turned out, the best time for them was the first weekend of 
May. At the time we didn’t know it, but it turned out to be 
just two weeks before we would leave for our trip to the 
States!!  One would think that for Christians the 
importance of forgiveness and reconciliation would be 
clear, but we have experienced again and again in our own 
lives as well as in the lives of others how often people struggle to forgive and seek healing in 
relationships. That was one of the motivations for choosing to put together a seminar on the topic. 
It’s been exciting to watch God is using the words, scriptures and ideas presented to help move 
people closer to his forgiving and reconciling heart.  
 The big event for us this summer, other than our trip to the States, was, as many of you may 
know, our daughter’s wedding. Benjie, our son-in-law, had grown up most of his life, like Rebecca, 
on the mission field – in Pakistan and Afghanistan, where his parents still live. Since many of 

Rebecca’s memories and friendships are connected 
to the camp at Gemuenden, it seemed a natural 
decision to have the wedding ceremony there. It also 
proved to be quite practical as a place to stay, since 
a number of friends and relatives from both families 
were coming from other countries. Amanda and 
Julia, who are currently studying in Oklahoma, were 
able to come for the big day, as was my mother. (in 
spite of her 86 years!) On the 26th of August the big 
day had finally arrived! God was gracious and gave 
us blue skies on the afternoon for the outdoor 
wedding, even though it had poured down rain just 
twelve hours before that. It was an amazing day, and 
we have many wonderful memories!!! We were so 

blessed to have many friends and family who were willing to pitch in to help provide a big meal, 
complete with a wedding cake (and other cakes also) for about 200 people.  
 We are so very grateful to you all who support us in God's work here in Germany. We are glad 
we got to see many of you during our summer trip to the States. Others we weren’t able to see that 
we wish we could’ve seen. We especially want to thank the Dvoraks in Edmond, Peter and Carol 
McInnes in Littleton and the Manns in Fort Collins for their gracious hospitality in those cities 
during our trip to the States. 
 
In His Grace,      Don and Cindy  


